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Newsletter of the Osage Mission - Neosho County Historical Society & Museum

MISSION STATEMENT: The Mission of the Osage Mission-Neosho County Museum is to collect,
preserve, interpret, and display information and artifacts that illustrate the history of Osage Mission
and Neosho County, Kansas, making this heritage better known, understood, and appreciated.
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It is a good time to be a museum, especially at Osage Mission. Kansas is celebrating its sesquicentennial this year
and we have every reason to share the pride of achieving a 150 year anniversary. And we might allow ourselves to
feel a little smug in the fact that we were here seven years before Kansas was a territory, and fourteen years prior to
statehood. It was through the incredible dedication of a group of pioneer missionaries that the Osage Mission was
founded: it thrived and eventually grew into our home of St. Paul. (left to right)

Father John Schoenmakers: Osage Mission’s Director and Protector
Father Schoenmakers was the manager. He was responsible for the education of students,
oversight of facilities, missionary work and political matters related to the Mission.

Mother Bridget Hayden: Mission’s Mother, “Medicine Woman” and Girls School Leader
She was one of the most remarkable women that have ever set foot on the soil of Kansas
(W.W. Graves.)

Father Paul Mary Ponziglione: “The Jesuit Trailer Rider”
“Larger than life” is a term Hollywood uses to describe movie characters like Father Ponziglione.
Every aspect of his life, from birth to death, is extraordinary. But he was a real person.”

Father Phillip Colleton: Father Paul Mary Ponziglione’s Co-Laborer
Father Philip Colleton was ingenious and possessed a missionary zeal comparable to Ponziglions.
,He.g[so facilitated the construction and growth of the Osage Mission schools.

Osage Mission-Neosho County Museum
Telling the story of Osage Mission

http://www.0sagemission.org

Hours: 9.00 - 2:00 Tuesday thru Saturday
Call to schedule group tours or visits outside our scheduled hours.

203 Washington, P.0. Box 113, St. Paul, KS 66771
Phone: 620-449-2320
email: museum@osagemission.org

These missionaries established the Osage Mission at the request of the Osage Nation, a proud and introspective people who
wanted to prepare their young for the eventuality of civilization. The original Indian schools eventually grew into two of the
most influential boarding schools in frontier Kansas; and set the basis for our 164 year old school system. Perhaps most
impressive is the fact that, over a thirty year period our missionaries seeded Christianity and their diverse cultures to more

than 100 mission stations across a four state area.



W.W. Graves Research Center

“Man of the Journal”
October 26, 1871 - July 22, 1952

New addition to the Museum

This research center is dedicated to
William White Graves.

It is ironic that much of the history of the
Osage Mission was formally recorded by a
student of the Missionary priests and sisters
who built the schools. W.W. Graves arrived at
the Mission with his parents in 1881,
having been taught during the tenure of
Father Schoenmakers and Ponziglione and
Mother Bridget Hayden.

In 1896 Mr. Graves became owner,
editor and publisher of the Neosho County
Journal which later became the Saint Paul
Journal. He continued in this capacity until
1951 when he sold the journal.

On May 31, 1952 the editors of
southeast Kansas, the State Historical
Society and the St. Paul community
recoghized the accomplishments of Mr.
Graves with an honorary banquet. He
received the honor of Knighthood of St.
Gregory from Pope Pius XlI for his literary
contributions to the Catholic Church. Mr.
Graves was also made an honorary member
of the Osage in recognition of his friendship
and historical work relative to their tribe.

An Osage war bonnet presented to him at
the event is on display in the main exhibit
room of the museum. His desk and
Remington typewriter are also in the new
research center.

Osage Mission-Neosho County Museum
is indebted to WW. Graves

Museum Hours:

Tuesday through Saturday, _
9:00am to 2:00pm. Telephone 620-449-2320.
E-mail us at: museum®@osagemission.org

Ambassadors At Work

Our Museum Ambassadors research team has made
many trips this year gathering facts of history.

e A trip to Spencer Research Library KU
retrieving WW Graves records and materials
and obtaining Sanborn Maps of Osage
Mission/St. Paul.

e To Loretto Motherhouse — Nermix, Kentucky
receiving documents to St. Ann’s Academy
along with pictures.

e Kansas Historical Society Museum and
Research Library, Topeka found and ordered
digital copy of St. Francis Hall which was
part of St. Francis Institute, This structure
was probably the first “public” library in the
State of Kansas.

e Three visits 1o Osage Nation - Pawhuska
with Director of Osage Nation Cultural
Group.

e Spent two days with John Moncraive, Osage
Genealogist and Historian focusing on
Osage Mission families.

e Attended Columbus Genealogy Meeting.

We are trying hard to make our W.W. Graves Room
a first-class research facility. People from all over
Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and other locations
consider the Osage Mission to be one of the most
important frontier historical sites.

We continue to respond to research requests from all
over the continent. For example, during May, four
family members from Alberta, Canada spent nearly a
week at the museum and the Church conducting
research on their family. They departed with much
more than anticipated and left generous contributions
with the museum and the church. Another Canadian
family also visited the Museum, and newly-discovered
relatives, in September. This visit was a result of -
receiving research information, about their family, we
had provided earlier. Our webmail server has been a
good tool to communicate with research clients from
all over the world.



SBrom the Diary of S ister Dentse.

Third daughter of Louis
Albert and Louis Mary Vohs
Sevart. She was born May 15,
1928 at Mercy Hospital,
Parsons, Kansas. Her child-
hood and youth was spent on
Beechwood Hill (2 miles East
of the Catholic Church) on 2
farms cater-cornered from
each other. She spent 12
years at St. Francis School and
worked for G.A. Pierce
briefly. She entered the
Sisters of St. Joseph,
Wichita,KS on Labor Day,
1946. Received the habit and
name Sister Denise on March
19, 1947 just 2 months before
the parish Centennial
Celebration. Took her Normal
Training course as a postulant
under Sr. Callista. Attended
Sacred Heart College, Wichita,
now Newman University and
received her Master’'s Degree
in Library Science from
Emporia State University.
Throughout these years taught

elementary grades in KS for 20

yrs. 1979 became the first
Archivist of Diocese of Dodge
City in 1983 she became the
first Archivist of Diocese of
Wichita where she served as
Asst. Chancellor and
microfilmed sacramental
records of ALL parishes of the

On display in the Museum
Original Commencement and
Graduation Announcements
Starting 1912

Diocese of Wichita along with
Eva Henderson created
whatever was needed for the
celehration of the Wichita
Diocese’s Centennial
Celebration for the year 1987.
A nine month project was
preparation of the Centennial
Calendar which will serve as a
model for the St. Francis, St.
Paul calendar for the
celebration of their church’s
dedication in 2009. Aftera 2
year stint as Director of
Mission Effectiveness in the
Westminister Village Center in
Ponca City, OK and three
years as the Librarian in
Colgan High School | returned
to the Motherhouse Library in

Wichita. One interruption of
this library service was

Sister Denise Day

October 9, 2010

January, 2002 thru April. 2005
when | returned to my

hometown as driver and
companion for Sister Julita.
During these delightful years |
volunteered at Neosho
County-Osage Mission
Museum where | worked with
Mr. Dan Willson doing
“whatever needed to be done”.
Since | was familiar with the
territory and most of the
people this was sheer delight.
The Farmer in me came out
when Robert Kroenke and his
family made a garden spot
south of the convent | am
forever grateful to the
parishioners at St. Paul for the
multitude of kindness
extended to me during my N
return there.







